THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE RADARIYAH

Kutaibah x has mentioned in his book entitled " The Dif-
ference of Tradition/' that al-Nazzam drank spirits in the
morning and the evening, singing the following verses
about drink:

" I do not cease taking the spirit of the flagon in gentleness
And consider it legal to drink the blood of the unslain.
Thus I was revived and felt two spirits in my body,
While the flagon lay a body without a spirit."

In his attack on his report of the Companions, in the heresy
of his views, and in the errorjs of his acts, his case is like
that of the man about whom the following proverb is told:
He who has a bad faith and is mean in his descent, does not
leave a shameful act without committing it, considering it
praiseworthy and permissible though it be forbidden. But
are the clouds harmed by the barking of the dogs ? Just as
the clouds are not harmed by the barking of the dogs, so
such a man does no harm.

(Here the writing breaks off, at the end of the folio
5Sb, and from the following it appears that several pages
are lost, and that the author is now talking of Mu'ammar.) 3

......the phenomena of the body came from the acts

of the body according to its nature. According to him,
sound is the act of bodies that are sonorous by nature. The
annihilation of a body is the act of the body from its nature.
And the healthy or unhealthy condition of seed is, accord-
ing to him, due to the acts of the seed. He also claimed
that the annihilation of a finite thing is due to< its own act
from its nature. He claims, moreover, that in the case of
phenomena, Allah has neither Action nor power. And
holding this view that Allah creates neither life nor death,
he condemns as false Allah's describing himself as one who
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